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should bo slightly eonoavo, and tho edge turned up. Along tho middle of the 
button nro arranged perforations for tho passago of the sutures, which should 
ho sufficiently large to udoiit two thicknesses of the wire frcoly. The number 
of tticso openings will dopend, of course, upon the number of tho sutures, 
whioh are usually placed about 3*lGths of an inch apart.” , 

Dr. D. olaims for the button suture important advantages m tho protection 
it affords to tho denuded edges of tho fistula. “It is a foot well,known to sur¬ 
geons,” ho observes, “that a simplo incised wound will heal with.much more 
rapidity when shielded from tho atmosphore and all othor extraneous influences, 
than, all othor circumstances being equally favourable, when there is no suoh 
protection. Vesico-vaginal fistulo, after tho edges have been paired, being truly 
an incised wound, is subject, of course, to tho sarno general laws. Tho button 
fulfils this indication of protection with positive certainty, if its application bo 
proporly attended to. It is true that in a deep cavity like the vagina, tho oppo¬ 
site walls of which aro nearly always in contact, the atmosphere can, havo littlo 
or no effect upon tho affectod parts, l)ut there aro other and far more obnoxious 
influences to shutout; and of these tho urine, in cases of doublo fistulo, ib most 
hurtful, for, as it is not commonly tho case thnthoth openings nro plosod at the 
sanio oporation, tho one first operated on, without somo protection, is continu¬ 
ally bathed in this poisonous fluid. I say poisonous, for few will deny to urine 
suoh an influence upon raw surfaces, and the consequence is Hint failure, from 
this circumstance alone, oftentimes occurs. Loucorrhujal discharges nro also 
more or less harmful, u fact of which ChelhiB was.nwnro, but I do not know 
that any othor author lina made mention of it." ■ 

Dr.'ll, claims also for tho button suture a superiority to tlio clamp Buture ot 
Dr. Sims in tho following particulars _ 

“ 1, It is simpler in its construction, and applicable to a greator numbor ot 


••2* It affords comploto protection and pdrfoot rest to tho approximated, odgos 

° f "3? If two fistulous oponings exist, ono or both may bo closed at tho same 
sitting, according to tho inclination of the operator or patient, without roferenco 
to tho condition of the parts. .' 

“4. The introduction of tho sutures does not demand tho sarao oxaotness in 
rognrd to tho position of tho points. 

“ 5 Tho independent action of oach suture renders parallelism unnecessary, 
and thus gives the operator tho liberty of introducing thorn in whatovor direc¬ 
tion may host suit his purposo. . , 

“0 If porfoot coaptation bo found wonting aftor tho edges of tho fistulo have 
been brought togother, it is not necessary to removo tho sutures, but simply to 

loosen thorn in order to perfeot the paring. 

“ 7 Tho apparatus docs not irritato, it matters not what tho condition of the 
parts may be, provided they aro not in a state of progressive ulceration or in- 

iloimnutio^ , n ^p aratu9 re( j U ; r03 [„ remain in position seldom longer than ten 
Experience must dotermino how far tbeso claims can be sustained. 


Kickin', and the Urine of Pregnaney.-Dr. Gso. T. Elliott, Jr., Physician to 
Dellovue Hospital, New York, gives (Aero lort Jourp. Med., Sopt. 185b) a good 
rfeumfi of the liternturo of this subjoct, and furnishes tho results of numorous 
experiments liindo by himself, to dotermino whether there were any recogniza¬ 
ble peculiarities in the urine of prognauoy. . , ... ,, 

IIo mado a tabular record, lie states, of over ono hundred and .fifty-three 
cases. “In ordor that we should be less exposed," he observos, “ to tho chances 
of deception or error, wo obtained most of the urmo from women who nnphed 
at uiv office for a ticket, which would enable them to bo attended in their labour 
bv tho district physicians of tho Asylum-though we did not adopt this plan 
until wo had satisfied oursolvcs that tho appearances did not appear to bo 
affected by tho time of day whon tho urine was passed; in othor words, that 
tho ' urina sanguinis’ was not necessary to tho experiment. 
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“ The urine thus obtained was exposed at the proper temperature in shallow, 
wide-mouthed glass vessels, holding an ounce or more, and covered with a label 
referring to the number of the case in the record. A portion of oaoh specimen 
was tested with hoat and nitrio acid—with litmus paper—often with ncetioacid, 
ns well as boiled with liquor potassoo, contained in bottles freed from lend. 

“The daily changes were regularly noted until they could bo nlraoBt foretold 
by us in many cases, and the microscope was brought to bear on every speci¬ 
men man? times. 

“ We thought, and still think, that theso observation should havo been made 
moro extensively on the urine of the earliest months of pregnanoy, and on the 
urine of lower animals; but tho drudgery of the task, ana the result of our 
researches, have not stimulated us to continue further. 

“ It seemed to us desirable to notice whether the mioroscopo could roveal any 
1 globular’ or other bodies peculiar to pregnanoy, and to this part of tho exa¬ 
mination Dr. Ynn Arsdalo gave the most faithful and unwearied attention. 

“Now, while tho urine collected and thus exposed, furnished us with pclli- 
clfes after various intervals of time, yet did these pellioles differ greatly from 
each other in appearance and modes of formation. _ While one-sixteenth of the 
whole number failed to present n pelliclo, still their characteristics are readily 
referable to certain types. 

“To begin with the changes which were the most satisfactory as coinciding 
with those on which the vnluo of kiesteino as a test for pregnanoy reposes. 

" First day. Cloud-like deposit, like very thin blue milt dropped in the urine; 
or, like Bomo fuzzy cotton carefully scraped. 

“ Second day. Shining specks in the urine, and commencing film on the sur¬ 
face. 

“ Third day. Film forming well, cheesy odour. 

“ Fourth day. Film very distinct, tenacious, about a lino in thickness, con¬ 
cave on its upper surface, 1 glistening liko spermaceti/ lighter in colour than 
the rest of the urine, which has, however, assumed an opaline hue. Tho white 
Bpecks whioh preceded the formation of tho pellicle, aro very distinct, and 
adherent to tho sides of the glass. Brilliant crystalline specks on the surface. 
CheeBy odour very distinct. 

“ Seventh day. This state of things has continued, and the pelliclo is now 
beginning to break up. It commences to crack and separate, showing a darker 
colour through its interstices. 

“ The microscope displays now, as it has dono some days since, myriads of 
vibriones and monads, disporting themselves in a dark amorphous mass studded 
with opaque points, and having imbedded within it, very numerous and well- 
formed crystals of tho triple phosphate, but no globular bodies whatsoever, 
either in tho sediment, pelliclo, or intermediate strata. 

“ Now could Buch appearances bo found in tho urine of pregnanoy, and tho 
urino of pregnanoy alone, tho need of the profession would bo supplied; but 
the proportion of such classical specimens was small, and tho cheesy odour 
rarely present, oven in specimens equally well marked. 

“We havo seen a pellicle resembling tho foregoing description in every sin¬ 
gle particular (saving tho cheesy odour) form on the urine of a healthy woman, 
Buckling a child four months ola, and which required all the milk that tho well- 
supplied breasts of its mother could furnish. 

“ A female sorvant in the asylum had been troubled with dysmenorrhcca. 
She would bo faint, hysterical, very troublesomo to deal with, and alarming 
herself, nnd all the women around her, when her turns came on. I examined 
tho uterus at one monstrual period, drow off her urino with tho catheter, and 
exposed it ns usual. 

“Ilcrs passed through tho changes described, and presented a well-marked, 
thick, tenacious, fatty scum on the surface, studded with cream-coloured spots, 
differing in no respect from numbers of our best marked specimens. The mi¬ 
croscope displayed the appearances described above. I know that this woman 
had not been pregnant for two years, and she remained under my eloso obser¬ 
vation for many months subsequently, nnd therefore theso appearances occurred 
in the urine of pregnancy, in the urino of uninterrupted lactation, and in the 
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urino of an uniuiprognated female at a period of time amply remote from a 
previous prognancy. 

" Neither of these last two specimens gave the chocsy odour, but we soon 
learned that it was too infrequent to servo ns a test of the urine of pregnancy, 

“ In three specimona from pregnant women presenting tlieeamo appearances, 
and undergoing similnr changes, wo might find tho cheesy odour in one, tho 
odour of putrescent beef in a Becond, and on unspeakable odour in the third. 

“A very common variety of pellicle, and one that we acquired tho babitof 
foretelling with great certainty, is apt to form on the urine of anmwio, anxious- 
looking women. It is generally of a palo colour, and contains a larger admix¬ 
ture of vaginal mucus. The ohanges occurring in this kind of urino are very 
much ns follows: tho specimen becomes rapidly opaline in colour, without the 
preceding whitish sptckB, twenty-four hours being, for the most part, more than 
sufficient for tho transformation ; and by that period of time the surfaco has 
assumed a glazed nppearanco from tho presence of a film, which, as it docs not 
differ in colour from the urine, might escape observation, unless a probe or 
sharp-pointed instrument woro passed through it; whon on even, regular, and 
slightly tenacious film would bo deteoted. This would remnin for variable 
periods, sometimes for more than a week, becoming thicker and better formed, 
and giving tho best examples of tho pellicle resembling the fatty scum of cooled 
mutton broth. 

" Now, in this kind Of urino we wero able to foretell tho appearance of vibri- 
oncs and monads at an earlier period of time than in any other, they being 
visiblo boforo tho crystals of the triple phosphate. 

"In some of these specimens, while thechango in colour just referred to, and 
tho mioroscopioal appearances were the same, the pelliolo would resemble a 
thin layer of collodion, adhering tightly to the centre, and sinking with tho 
evaporation of tho liquid. 

" Wo have not observed the monads to appear at a later period than the vi- 
brloneB, ns a general rule. 

"Again, some specimens of urino would give the cotton-like, cloudy deposit, 
for tho first day, and by tho expiration of that time, tho surface would be studded, 
with brilliant crystals of tho triple phosphate, ns though diamond dust hr>d 
been sprinkled there. 

“ This urine was genornlly alkaline from the beginning, and when wo had 
rocognized this appearanco wo no longer anticipated the opalino change in 
colour, nor any of the pclliclos that have beon described. 

"These points would inorease in number, become agglomerated, and form a 
pollicle, indeed; but one dry, irregular, and pointed, whioh broke up, and foil 
to tho bottom as tho others did. 

" Another pellicle frequently mot with, was one forming rapidly, dry and 
dark-looking, and rugous as though it had been blown with the breath ana sud¬ 
denly criBped. Under the microscope, vibriones and monads would first 
appear. 

"A gentleman visiting my office, one day, passed some water ot my instance, 
which wub oxposed under the samo conditions ns tlm others. To our amuse¬ 
ment, ft pellicle, precisely resembling the last described, formed and lasted 
some time, < . 

"This variety, however, while presenting the cotton-like deposit, does not 
present the opaque spots and bright oblong points seen in others. 

"Other specimens obtained from pregnant .women would present a dense, 
turbid deposit. The urine would deepen in colour, and, after the usual timo, 
from two to five days, an unadherent, clotted, dirty-Iooking polliole would cover 
about two-thirds of tho surface, presenting, as usual, tho vibriones, monads, 
and triple phosphates. 

" Indeed, so for as tho appearances of the pollicles went, wo found no typo 
distinctive of tho urino of pregnancy; for while theurino of women, whom we 
knew to be pregnant, furnished us with entirely different pellicles, under ex¬ 
posure to the samo conditions of atmospherio temperature and light, we found, 
even among our limited number of speoimons from the urine of unimprognated 
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females, and men, that pellicles would form similar to those on tho urino of 
pregnant women. 

“ With regard to tlio microscopic appearances, wo can say, that so uniform 
were tha appearances of vibriones, monads, and triple phosplmtos, that wo soon 
ceased to allude to them, otherwise, than by their initials. 

“ While the great proportions of our specimens were acid, wo yet rarely mot 
with crystals of uric acid. Urntes of ammonia were not infrequont on tho first 
day of exposure, nnd wo havo somo cases recorded as presenting tho uratos of 
soda, and tho oxalates of lime wero ofton seen. 

“ Wo had hoped that Stark's viows might boar tho test of examination, and 
that it might bo possiblo toobsoryo withtne microscope some appearance which 
should servo ns a test for pregnancy. 

“ Nearly one hundred and sixty specimens of tho urine of pregnant women 
lmve been thus examined, without the disclosuro of anything peculiar to tho 
urino of pregnancy. 

"Toruuo were, not unfrequently met with, nnd genornlly, without tho stems, 
present in diabetic Urine, and this led to our examination of tho urine for sugar, 
which was dono by boiling a portion with liquor potass®, kopt in bottles freed 
from load. 

" If this tcBt should bo considered at nil relinblo, tho proportion of suoh cases 
was found to bo largo. 

“ Whilo engaged in theso examinations, a specimen of urine was brought by 
a student of mediclno, Mr. Bedell, for examination. It was from a pntiont of 
his suspected of pregnancy. 

“ Whon I saw it (in tho evening), it had already stood somo days, and a thin, 
oven, light-coloured pelliclo had formed—lighter in colour than the subjacent 
urine, and commencing to crack. The urino was not albuminous; and tho 
microscope disclosed numerous small globular bodies, porfeotly oirculnr; regu¬ 
lar in size; whitish in colour; transparent in tho contre, and opalescent on tho 
edges; floating in tho pellicle; sediment and intermediate strata; acotic, hydro¬ 
chloric, sulphuric, nnd nitric acids did not nfieot them, nor were they changed 
by succussions with ammonia, ether, nnd ohloroform. 

“ In a word, they answered so fairly to the description by Stark of his * glo¬ 
bular bodies/ that wo suspocted tho woman of being pregnant by all tho laws 
of ‘Gravidine/ This patient remained under the care of Mr. Bodoll, who 
knows that she was not pregnant during all tho time thnt sho continued under 
bis observation. And ds this was tho only specimen that presented appear¬ 
ances resembling the globules desoribed by Dr. Stark, wo havo not been able 
to confirm his observations. 

"One of our specimens of urino from men presented appoarances answering 
pretty closely to Dr. Stark’s description, but by the sovonth day they had com¬ 
menced to germinato. 

" In Bhort, the result of our labours but enables os to say, that we havo soon 
nothing conclusive ns to recognizable peculiarities in the urino of prognnnoy. 
We think that there is nothing positive in its indications, and that its appear¬ 
ances can scarcely even bo called ‘corroborative/ 

" We reached this conclusion slowly,* yet without regret; for wo had no pre¬ 
conceived views to furthor, and only desirod to marshal an array of facts which 
might speak to us for themselves. 

" It nijiy be interesting to add that ono hundred and twolvo specimens wero 
tested with heat and nitrio noid, in perfectly clean test tubes, for albumen, and 
but two presented that ingrediont. They were both primiparm, nnd had thoir 
feet and eyelids a littlo puffy, but without any symptom leading theiri to apply 
for advice. They were both kopt on the use of gentle saline cathartics. In 
one tho albumen disappeared before confinement. The urino of tho other was 
not again examined, but both had natural labours/’ 
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Penslee, fatal hemorrhage from tapping ova¬ 
rian tumour, 674 

Perchloride of iron as an hemostatic, 520 
Peschock, Iupulin in spermatorrhoea, 623 
Phagedrena, new treatment of, 255 
Phosphate of iron, influence of, in the pro¬ 
duction of callus, 520 
Phosphorus, method of detecting, 280 
Placenta, adhesion of, with hour-glass con¬ 
traction of uterus, 348 

• ■ depth implanted in uterus, 279 

■ period of exclusion of, 279 

• -prmvia, 269, 533, 636 

Pneumonia, asthonlo form, 480 
Poisoning by chloroform taken internally, 

,548 

-by strychnia, 651, 554 

Polyplform prolongation of os uteri, 643 
Porta, gangrene from arteritis, 601 
Porter, climate of Fort Moultrie, Ac., 338 
- ■ ■ - inversion of uterus, 127 

-spinal apoplexy, 118 

Pregnancy, dropsy of, 542 

-urine of, 680 

Proceedings of American Medical Societies, 
notices of, 174 
Prolapsus ani, 508 

-uteri, injurious effects of, on uri¬ 
nary organs, 543 

Puerperal fever, contagiousness of, 542 
Putnam, removal of inverted uterus, 572 

Q. 

Qulnated cod-liver oil, 223 


It. 

Radford, placenta prmvia, 208, 533 
Ranking, disease ofsupra-renal capsules, 495 
tlecruUs, hints for examination of, 445 
Report on unwholesome meat, 640 
Resection of elbow-joint, 375 
Retreat at Hartford, report of, 442 
Retzius, antrum pylori in man, 472 

-injurious effects of prolapsus uteri 

upon the urinary organs, 543 
Richardson, treatment of delirium tremens 
by chloroform, 308 

Richter, new solution of iodine in skin dis¬ 
eases, 479 

Rilliet, evils of consanguinity in marriage, 
475' 

RlVaud-Laudran, tincture of iodine as a col- 
lyrium in hypopyon, 528 
Robin, alteration of cauillary vessels predis¬ 
posing to apoplexy, 480' 


INDEX. 

Rochester, poisoning bv strychnia success¬ 
fully treated by camphor, 670 
Rodet, opium in large doses in chancre, 523 
Roemcr, iodine in chronic ulcers, 559 
Roubaisej operation for radical oure of her¬ 
nia, 600 

Rupture of nterus, 81 


s: 

Sandham, labour with ruptured uterus, 630 
Schroff on coniin, 478 

Soutin, mode of reducing strangulated hernia, 

257 

-new mode of reducing strangulated 

hernia, 503 

Sharp, tio douloureux caused by excision of 
a mass of phosphate of lime adhering to 
nerve, 245 

Simpson, carbonic acid as a local anrosthetio, 
544 

. Obstetrlo Memoirs, notice of, 457 

Skey, unusual injury of hip, 614 
Skin diseases, now solution of iodine in, 479 
Skoda, obliteration of thoracio aorta, 489 
Smallpox, starch as an external application 
in, 238 

Solomon, traumatic cataract, 263 
South Carolina Medical Association, notice 
of proceedings of, 174,181 

-State Lunatio Asylum for 

Insane, report of, 200 
Spence, chloroform taken internally, 648 

-poisoning by strvehnia, 648 

Spermatorrhoea, iupulin in, 623 
Spina bifida, 387 
Spinal apoplexy, 118 

-cord, physiology of, 201 

■ marrow the true sympathetic, 471 
Spleen, ruptured, 354 

Stanley, unusual causo of strangulation in 
inguinal hernia, 506 

Starch as an external application in skin dis¬ 
eases, 238 

-digestion of, in the intestinal canal, 

655 

Sterility, notice of Gardner on, 407 
Stewart on cholera infantum, 425 
Storer, cases of nymphomania, 378 
Struthere, jugular veneseotion in asphyxia, 
227 

Strychnia, poisoning by, 548, 554, 670 
Supra-renai capsules, disease of, and bronzed 
8kin, 233, 490, 495 
Syme, excision of elbow-joint, 204 

--prolapsus ani, 508 

Syncopo senilis arising from gastrio irrita¬ 
tion, 228 

Szkukits, polyplform prolongation of 03 uteri, 
543 

T, 

Tapping ovarian tumour, fatal hemorrhage 
from, 574 

Taxis, expiratorj method of performing, 504 
Taylor, anamlc protrusion of eyeball, 268 

—:-- Medical Jurisprudence, notice of. 

465 
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Testis, notice of Carling on, 210 
Tetanus from strychnin, 554 
—-- traumatic, treated by local applica¬ 

tion of chloroform, 301 
Tio douloureux cured by excision of a mass 
of phosphate of lime adhering to nerve, 
245 , 

Toad, effect of humour of, on animal econo¬ 
my, 279 

Tobacco, physiological effects of, 305 
Trask, rupture of uterus, 81 
Triplet birth, 528 

Typhus and typhoid fever, statistics and 
treatment of, 141 


U. 

Undulatory theory of light, 391 
Urine, earthy phosphates in, 222 
- indigo in, 281 

-of pregnancy, 580 

Uterine pathology, Bennett on present state 
of, 452 

Uterus, complete inversion of, 205 

-- hour-glass contraction of, 348 

.- Inversion of, 127, 672 

.-removal of tuiuour in wall of, 363 

-rupture of, 81, 530 

V. 


Vermont Asylum for Insane, report of, 102 
Version of child, spontaneous, 265 
Vesico-vaginal fistula, 678 
Virchow, animal starch and cellulose, 221 
Virginia, Western Lunatio Asylum,report of, 
200 

Von Ritgen, depth at which placenta is im¬ 
planted in uteruB, 270 

-- period of oxoluBion of placenta, 

270 

W. 

Walton, difference between coloration of lens, 
from old age, and cataract, 626 

-experimental physiology, 282 

Waring, cases of ruptured spleen, 354 
Warm bath in treatment of wounds, 250 
Warren, obituary notice of, 288 
Watson, Medical Profession in AndentTimes, 
notico of, 416 

Wilson's Dissector's Manual, notice of, 219 
Wire splints, 125 

Wood, acetate of lead in yellow fever, 660 

-extirpation of lower jaw for neorosis, 

288 

Wounds, warm bath in treatment of, 250 
Wright on liquidamhar styraoiflua, 126 


Y. 


Vaccina and vnriola, 668 

Vaginal oystocole removed by operation, 612 

Valve at termination of right sperrantio Vein, 

Varicoso veins, notice of Chapman on, 451 
Velpeau’s Operative Surgery, notice of, 467 


fellow fever, acetate of lead In, 660 

-- in Baltimore, 372 

-- in Charleston, 604 

-in harbour of New York, 662 

-- in New Orleans, 606 

-origin and propagation of, 662 



